
“You actually
feel like ‘this
is my house
for the night.’”

—Deborah Corsi

Where History Lives
Coda

Where History Lives

The sitting room is one of the main spots for guests to meet, chat and admire the house at Ballynahown.
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HOA opens historic
house to special
events, gatherings.

By Phillip Murillas

The Connection

S
et in the historic Old Town Fairfax
district and amid a thriving subur-
ban residential community,
Ballynahown’s location represents

the nature of this historic community build-
ing.

The 91-year-old manor, known also as the
Farr House, is a popular location for patrons
to celebrate events in the present while
enjoying a touch of the past. Unlike hotel
halls or rec centers, the Farr House allows
clients to keep the feeling of “home” when
renting space for a social event.

“You actually feel like ‘this is my house
for the night,’” said Deborah Corsi, a Farr
House committee member and Farrcroft
community resident. The Farr House legacy
extends back to 1797, when the land on
which the Farrcroft community is built was
granted to Samuel Farr as payment for his
services in the Continental Army.

Over time, much of the land was donated
or sold to the city for building purposes and
now serves as the location for such land-
marks as the Old Court House. George
Mason’s Patriot Center is currently located
on 150 acres sold by Wilson Farr, once Com-
monwealth Attorney of Virginia, in 1959 at
half its value. The remaining 70 acres com-
pose the Farrcroft community and the es-
tate built by Farr in 1915.

Ballynahown, named for the ancestral
Irish home of Wilson’s mother, was a wed-
ding gift to Wilson Farr’s wife, Edith Wiley.
Having waited several years for the house’s
completion and thus the wedding, Farr set
the wedding at the building, still lacking
electricity and heat. The reliance on candles

for lighting resulted in a mishap which can
be read in a quote from Wilson’s aunt, Edith
Franzoni Malone, included in the house his-
tory on the walls.

“The poor bride caught fire from one of
the numerous candles and her veil burnt
off entirely right to the top,
scorching her dress ... she
wanted to lend it to Margaret
next, but it is no more.” It is
one of several family anec-
dotes that accompanies the
Farr House from event to
event.

SEVERAL CUSTOMERS
have opted to take full advantage of the
customizable aspect of the Farr House. Carol
Cope, on-site community manager of the
estate, emphasizes that each wedding and
event at Ballynahown is notable. Recently,
a wedding party indulged in full 1920s ro-

were born in one of the bedrooms and mar-
ried at the house, just like their parents.
Edith Farr was able to witness her
granddaughter’s baptism as she lay dying
in bed.

THE FARR HOUSE can comfortably ac-
commodate about 80 to 95 guests on the
ground floor and has a legal capacity of 130
guests. The list of activities set at
Ballynahown expands each year and con-
tinues to include weddings, bridal showers,
receptions, birthdays, visitations, dances
and business meetings. As for the commit-
tee that maintains it, they express deep sat-
isfaction.
“You can see that we love this house,” said
Corsi. “It gives as much back to us as we
give to it.”

Reservations for the Farr House can be
made through Carol Cope by phone, 703-
591-5059 or e-mail FarrHouse2@aol.com.

mance and rented a horse and buggy to add
to the house’s period feel. One girl lived a
dream most of her peers could only imag-
ine. Ballynahown was decorated and fur-
nished as a princess castle for her birthday.
 The site thrives on its appeal to fans of

genuine and spacious house
celebrations.
“I think the fact that makes
it memorable is that it’s a
house,” said Corsi. “It’s the
star in making the event
wonderful.”

Peering at the walls of the
foyer, guests learn about the
extensive political and pro-

fessional success of the Farrs. Wilson’s fa-
ther Richard Ratcliffe Farr was a soldier in
the Confederate army, superintendent of
public instruction during Reconstruction,
and U.S. Marshall of Virginia before his
death at the age of 47. Wilson’s daughters

The piano in the room next to the deck was a gift from Wilson Farr to his
wife, a piano teacher in her youth.

The Farr House committee keeps the shelves of the small library on the
first floor full of books from Wilson Farr’s time period.


